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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“A Befitting Benediction”  

 
When I was in school, the day that I dreaded the most was … exam day.  With few exceptions (e.g., 
history, civics, geography) I would cram the night before and instead of waking up refreshed, I was 
nervous and exhausted.  By the time I reached high school I finally had learned my lesson.  I learned 
that it’s much easier to keep up with the homework on a daily basis than to try and cram the night 
before. 

 
Paul teaches us this same valuable lesson in his second letter to the church at Corinth.  In chapter 13 
verse 5 he writes: “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves.”  Did you 
know that we should give ourselves a “self-examination”; at least with regards to our faith in Jesus 
Christ?  Jesus said, “You are My friends if you do what I command you” [John 15:14].  The 
believer should never be plagued with nagging doubts about his/her saving faith!  Jesus desires that 
we have this assurance.   

 
This affirmation of faith is confirmed in many ways, but perhaps it becomes most evident when we are 
in a right fellowship with our fellow believers.  The apostle Paul goes on to write: “Finally, brethren, 
rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace shall be with you” [2 Corinthians 13:11].  The Holy Spirit will Himself affirm us with joy 
and peace when we are at peace with ourselves and with our fellow believers.  Paul encourages us to 
greet one another with a “holy kiss.”  The people of God should embrace one another and yes even 
kiss one another but in a dignified, morally-upright manner.     

 
Paul closes this passage with a benediction that is befitting our congregation.  He writes: “The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all.”  In other words, may GCC continue to exude our Lord’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s 
presence in everything that we do and say.   

 
And while many of our dearly beloved are away for the summer may they take this proof text with 
them and share this same abiding love towards others wherever they worship.  Go in peace to serve 
the Lord! 

 
Have a care, 
 
 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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Finance Committee Report 

 
     For the month of April our unrestricted 
contributions were $31,673.60 and our expenses 
were $29,218.41.  Contributions for the first three 
Sundays in May were $16,696. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund 
totaled $270.00 for the month of April.  This fund is 
used for building and maintenance expenses and to 
cover emergency costs that may arise. 
     Safe travels to all the snowbirds who will be 
leaving us for the summer months!!! 

 
Choir News 

 
     Our choir will be taking the summer off for the 
months of June, July and August.  We will look 
forward to coming back together in September.  
Anyone interested in joining the choir in the fall may 
contact Betti at 623-388-9863. 
 

Thank You 
 

     Ken and I would like to thank each of you for the 
many prayers and cards we received during the 
loss of my brother, Mike.  The last year and a half 
have been difficult, yet the love that has come from 
our church family at Grace has meant so very 
much.  Thank you and God bless each of you. 
 
In His Love, Ken and Becky Reid 
 

The Eagle, Our National Emblem 
 
     The American bald eagle became the 
unofficial national bird of the United States on June 
20, 1782, when the Great Seal of the United States 
was adopted by the Continental Congress. Highly 
recognizable even today, the seal displays a front 
facing eagle with a shield on its breast, holding an 
olive branch in its right talon, 13 arrows in its left 
talon, and a scroll inscribed with the phrase, "E 
Pluribus Unum" in its beak.  
     The bald eagle became the official bird of the 
United States in 1789.The bald eagle was chosen 
to symbolize the United States because of its 
perceived fierce independence, unwavering 
strength, long life, majestic beauty and great 
courage. Additionally, the men who choose it 
believed at the time that it was a bird unique only to 
the United States.  
     John F. Kennedy later said, "the fierce beauty 
and proud independence of this great bird aptly 
symbolizes the strength and freedom of America." 

 
June Birthdays 

6/01 George Masters 
6/03 Phyllis Stout 
6/04 June Griesemer 
6/04 Jim Keinath 
6/05 Lois Flanagan 
6/06 Lois Effinger 
6/08 Earl Gossard 
6/11  Helen Olien 
6/12 Don McIlheron 
6/13 Elaine Graumann 
6/14 Carroll Simmons 
6/17 Ed Knox 
6/21 Carol Jones 
6/22 Roger Wood 
6/24 Ruth Lasco 
6/24 Lynn Nessen 
6/24 Mary Jo Utter 
6/29 Wayne Adams 
6/30 Linda Cormany 
6/30 Guy Davis 
6/30 Rose Kast 
Missionary Birthdays 
6/10/87    Sarah Hamilton 
 
Happy Birthday! 

 
June Anniversaries 
6/07 Ron & Sue Mobley 
6/09 Jim & Esther Allen 
6/11 Bob & Barb Thompson 
6/13 Carl & Helen Olien 
6/17 Earl & Nelsine Ellsworth 
6/18  Lowell & Darlene Coulson 
6/18 Ken & Becky Reid 
6/19 Don & Elinor Suddarth 
6/20 Jim & Nan Fraser 
6/24 Jim & Gwen Keinath 
6/26 Richard & Marty Funk 
6/30 Jerry & Nancy Savold 
 
Happy Anniversary! 
 

 
Father’s Day – June 16th 

 
We thank You, Lord, for fathers true 

Who always spoke to us of You; 
Their great concern and tender care 
Assured us of their constant prayer. 
                                                   --Bosh 
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